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%148 Feature

IN THE 21ST CENTURY, ARCHITECTURE MAY ASPIRE TO BE SCULPTURE
ON A GRAND SCALE, BUT- EDGED WITH A SOUPCON OF USEFULNESS
— EXPERIMENTAL FURNITURE DESIGN APPROACHES FINE ARE LIKE
A COOL, CONFIDENT SUITOR. THIS IS FERTILE GROUND FOR PHILIP
MICHAEL WOLFSON, THE LONDON-BASED, AMERICAN-BORN DESIGNER
AND ARCHITECT.

Design with
an Artistic Bent
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HMRELESRA—DNRABTFRALZESIEN "L,
1999 F, Mol 7T ECHNBEEZERIRITIES. B
5 Hadid REBEZ VA 1E,

BMEBESIIEPEG, Wolfson SEFF6I T —5H A S
BB HNEERRLBEE, MEHFNT = THERHR
BET S EMEANNEM E LRAKE s P e
MERBEEASSER, it FENERTIXLS
BHEL. EECHAE. 2T RTEETIFEY
BEIREE. AT, MM T Y
B EENNFRE, B DRESRIBCEE
FURAR TSR RS I2 A R PR MR Y B A AR LL IR 5|
AHIFFIE.
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PO E FHIER.

Wolfson 4t ¥ i 8 1% 18 4

LERMEER, ARRBITEN
JIXLEERBHITAE, KRETHAIR
PR AL FUEER. JIB LT 4 ol oF 4 X Lt

ME T HIVERB T P & X 12 E i Rk o 4
AR, ERHFITFIITE, MmGlfELZ
FEEEENTEHRE, OMETE T tMiRITHRT
BEREBMEERERA EMAHE Patrick Brillet( A
B 5 4 7= Ron Aradm. Ross Lovegrove #l Joanna
Grawunder IZITHIKR R ) & 1EHIER.

Wolfson AR EX L& Z 8 (Contrast Gallery) A1
ZRBEAHEE Pearl Lam 81T TANRARYIER: "%
EZTRT R CZEZME. AEEREEIT AR
FEANTFZARMERZ AR EDIT ZREEINR, &
PN FRARBASIEN KSR, ERZEAEILL
FXH EFT T, REESENXMAFR. AMMMHEA—F
MREEENEFTREMENENRE, AtkER —
"ET2RRAE K "F FREHMITRERL
NTNKEF—RBUK—BHLE "F FTRE, ©1
BIhgE. RER, BHEMEHBETRE.

LMD, REMRITERBEE A AR A=,
&+ A Arne Jacobsen 1&1TH) " B&HF " (“Ant
Chair” ) FEHE RN — Mr&E ' — MRIFHHIF,
S, X R A R R A IR MR =T
FEftE — 1T R ZH H RN T FHR, MR
882 [B1H) AR PR 2 AR S A BEtH A Sk, MISEAbI11ER
RSN SITHRN LR T RABEO —HER, X
THEHERNER IR &IES Wolfson NI T, Ay
BN BRAE EVEGRH K A A R a0 a) @S B A
HEK o

1. EEHF XK E (SoundForm)
2.3. iuEk % (Coffee bench)
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4. 1§4E (Cabinet)

5. % (Tray)

6. ¥4 (Line pink)

7-9. T FHH S (Origami

chair rose gold) Wolfson studied architecture at Cornell  her London practice where colleagues said
University and in 1981 enrolled in London's  he soon became the “wheel” around which
Architectural Association, where he chose the  activities turned. By 1991 his international
architectural diva, Zaha Hadid, as his tutor.  interior design practice was in place, but
After his final studies he was asked to join  important collaborative work with Zaha Hadid.

62 casainternational



Since he disengaged from his mentor, he
has established his distinctive pathway,
re-examining the forms and ideas of early 20th
century Russian and ltalian movements of
Constructivism and Futurism that first inspired
him as a student. His hairs, tables, desks and
consoles are each studies in energy, direction
and movement. They explore the dynamics of
fracture and fragmentation, the layering and
manipulating of materials into thin fluid shapes,
and the seductive qualities of shadow and
reflection.

The elegant, graceful designs resemble
elongated swan wings in repose, layered
geological contortions or the energetic
movements of an impassioned orchestral
conductor. Wolfons' original pencil sketches go
through a process of computer manipulation
before they materialized as the finished design
in fine aluminum metal sheet, fiberglass or
in carbon fiber, the last is a very strong, light
material that is molded, lacquered and
hand polished for his narrowest
profile couture works,
such as COFFEE-

bench.

For China's high-profile art dealer Pearl Lam
of contrasts Gallery, Wolfson has created two
furniture series: The Arts of the Scholar and
The Treasures of the Scholar. Each work delves
into the ancient Chinese concept of scholarly
devotion to various arts and disciplines. An
exampleis Longevity Desk in Zitan wood,
formed in the image of the Chinese character
called Shou. Traditionally, the 100 variations
of Shou represent blessings and longevity, so
Longevity Desk — Shou 2 will be the first of an
eventual creation of 100 three-dimensional
abstractions of the character — as items of
furniture. They'll vary in function as well as form
and construction materials.

In the 20th century, good design came via
mass production and thus at an affordable
price: designs such as Arne Jacobsen's
Ant Chair have become iconic. In our time,
however, the table has turned — designers are
able to achieve elite status via strictly limited
production pieces that explore boundaries
of technology, materials and function; they
are bought by the same people who also buy
cutting-edge contemporary art. This is the
creative environment that best suits Wolfson,
whose latest designs increasingly look set to
achieve longevity and pass the test of NOW.
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