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Design with 
an Artistic Bent

IN THE 21ST CENTURY, ARCHITECTURE MAY ASPIRE TO BE SCULPTURE 
ON A GRAND SCALE, BUT- EDGED WITH A SOUPCON OF USEFULNESS 
– EXPERIMENTAL FURNITURE DESIGN APPROACHES FINE ARE LIKE 
A COOL, CONFIDENT SUITOR. THIS IS FERTILE GROUND FOR PHILIP 
MICHAEL WOLFSON, THE LONDON-BASED, AMERICAN-BORN DESIGNER 
AND ARCHITECT.
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Wolfson 曾在美国康奈尔大学学习建筑，1981 年他进

入伦敦建筑联盟学院并选择了建筑界泰斗 Zaha Hadid

作为自己的导师。学业结束后，Wolfson 接受 Hadid 的

邀请进入后者开办的建筑事务所工作，事务所的同事



说他很快就会成为一个公司开展业务活动的“轴心”。

1999 年，他创办了自己的跨国室内设计工作室，但仍

与 Hadid 保持密切的合作。

自从脱离导师的羽翼后，Wolfson 就开创了一条带有鲜

明自我风格的职业道路，他重新审视了二十世纪早期风

靡于俄国和意大利的建构主义和未来主义运动中所包含

的各种思想形态与理念，在他还是学生时便深受这些思

想的启发。他将自己的发型、桌子、椅子甚至工作台当

成是对能量、方向和运动进行研究的介质，从而了解物

体断裂和碎裂背后的力学原理、将各种物质压制成薄薄

的流体形态材料的过程以及阴影和反光具有的那些吸引

人的特性。

优雅的设计就好像一对静静展开的天鹅翅膀，层层叠叠、

回转曲折的地质结构或是充满激情的交响乐指挥那活力

四射的身体语言。

Wolfson 先将他的设想描

绘成铅笔草图，然后用计算机

对这些草图进行处理，最终完成的设

计将采用优质铝板、玻璃纤维或碳纤维这些

材料加工制作成成品。质地轻盈而又坚固的碳纤维

可以模压成型、上漆并进行手工打磨，从而制作出立

体剖面最窄的定制家具，如咖啡厅椅子。他设计的所

有家具都是与英国家具厂商和经销商 Patrick Brillet( 同

时也生产 Ron Aradm、Ross Lovegrove 和 Joanna 

Grawunder 设计的家具 ) 合作制造的。

Wolfson 为中国对比窗艺廊 (Contrast Gallery) 的知名

艺术品经销商 Pearl Lam 设计了两个家具系列作品：“学

者之艺术”和“学者之财富”。所有作品都体现了古代

中国人对于艺术和各科学问的勤勉好学精神的认同。其

中一个例子是用紫檀木制作的长寿桌，其图案造型酷似

中文的“寿”字。中国传统文化中，人们讲究用一百

个风格各异的寿字来象征祈福和长寿，因此长寿桌—

“寿”2 就成为第一张“寿”字桌与其他计划完成的

九十九张桌子一起构成一百件立体“寿”字家具。它们

的功能、形状各异，制作材料也都不同。

在上个世纪，优秀的设计作品通常都可以成批生产，因

此价格十分合理：Arne Jacobsen 设计的“蚂蚁椅”(“Ant 

Chair”) 在当时成为一个标志便是一个很好的例子。如

今，这一状况却被各种带有设计师独特设计风格的桌子

所改变—设计师需要推出风格介乎于技术、材料和功

能之间的严格限量版成品才能出人头地。购买他们作品

的是只对引领潮流的当代艺术品感兴趣的一群藏家。当

下的创作环境可以说最适合 Wolfson 不过了，而他的

最新设计也越来越看重作品的长久性以及如何通过现时

的考验。

1. 声音的形式长凳 (SoundForm)

2.3. 咖啡长凳 (Coffee bench)
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Wolfson studied architecture at Cornel l 
University and in 1981 enrolled in London's 
Architectural Association, where he chose the 
architectural diva, Zaha Hadid, as his tutor. 
After his final studies he was asked to join 

her London practice where colleagues said 
he soon became the “wheel” around which 
activities turned. By 1991 his international 
interior design practice was in place, but 
important collaborative work with Zaha Hadid.

4. 橱柜 (Cabinet)

5. 托盘 (Tray)

6. 粉线 (Line pink)

7-9. 折纸椅子玫瑰金 (Origami 

chair rose gold)
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For China's high-profile art dealer Pearl Lam 
of contrasts Gallery, Wolfson has created two 
furniture series: The Arts of the Scholar and 
The Treasures of the Scholar. Each work delves 
into the ancient Chinese concept of scholarly 
devotion to various arts and disciplines. An 
exampleis Longevity Desk in Zitan wood, 
formed in the image of the Chinese character 
called Shou. Traditionally, the 100 variations 
of Shou represent blessings and longevity, so 
Longevity Desk – Shou 2 will be the first of an 
eventual creation of 100 three-dimensional 
abstractions of the character – as items of 
furniture. They'll vary in function as well as form 
and construction materials.

In the 20th century, good design came via 
mass production and thus at an affordable 
price: designs such as Arne Jacobsen's 
Ant Chair have become iconic. In our time, 
however, the table has turned – designers are 
able to achieve elite status via strictly limited 
production pieces that explore boundaries 
of technology, materials and function; they 
are bought by the same people who also buy 
cutting-edge contemporary art. This is the 
creative environment that best suits Wolfson, 
whose latest designs increasingly look set to 

Since he disengaged from his mentor, he 
has establ ished his dist inct ive pathway, 
re-examining the forms and ideas of early 20th 
century Russian and Italian movements of 
Constructivism and Futurism that first inspired 
him as a student. His hairs, tables, desks and 
consoles are each studies in energy, direction 
and movement. They explore the dynamics of 
fracture and fragmentation, the layering and 
manipulating of materials into thin fluid shapes, 
and the seductive qualities of shadow and 
reflection. 

The elegant, graceful designs resemble 
elongated swan wings in repose, layered 
geological contor t ions or the energet ic 
movements of an impassioned orchestral 
conductor. Wolfons' original pencil sketches go 
through a process of computer manipulation 
before they materialized as the finished design 
in fine aluminum metal sheet, fiberglass or 
in carbon fiber, the last is a very strong, light 

material that is molded, lacquered and 
hand polished for his narrowest 

prof i le couture works, 
such as COFFEE-

bench. 

achieve longevity and pass the test of NOW.
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