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SOUND BITES
I rban electricity thrills in MAD's Big Apple eatery.

DESTINATION 16
ROBERT RESTAURANT
NEW YORK (USA)

The Museum of Arts ond Design (MAD), designed
by Allied Works, disploys o diophonous subtlety
thot is, in port, on orchitecturol response to
the originol building's flomboyonce. lnside,
however, MAD's new restouront, Robert, is olmost
Memphis-like in its vociferous eclecticism. Co-
owner Dr Brion Soltzmon envisioned its fixtures
ond furnishings os o collection of contemporory
ort ond design. lt is this collection thot renders
on unremorkoble interior orchitecture, by Dovid
Schefer Design, extroordinory.

Despite the presence of pieces by Vlodimir
Kogon ond Pierre Poulin, the contributions thot
stond out ore those of London-bosed Americon
orchitect Philip Michoel Wolfson ond Son
Froncisco-bosed orchitect Johonno Growunder,
who once worked for Sottsoss. Monufoctured by
Flos, Growunder's mirror-edged, LED-lit, Lucite

chondeliers qnd sconces resemble mobiles i'- - ;
with exploded orchitecturol models.

The forms of Wolfson's one-off furniture r,:
guided by vectorscope onolysis of line ond fc'-
represented by two sound-frequency levels: :-:
bose frequency ot eye level wos o reoding o'
ombient bright colours, reflections ond textu':
while the high frequency took its cue from the
colour ond movement generoted by Growunc:'
work overheod. 'Given the electric quolity of :- =
spoce itself, the 24-hour troffic stretching int:
the distonce olong o number of oxes, ond the
Mondrion/futurist grid of lights ond signoge,
soys Wolfson, 'l felt thot sound could be visuc
incorporoted into this urbon cocophony in on
overqll monochromotic colm.' lndeed, Robert
mokes o beoutiful noise. r
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